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Novelist Breaks with Past

Erich Maria Remarque

Erich Mario Remarque is one of a legion of "lost”" authors.

Legion of Lost Authors

Dispossessed of

citizenship by his native Germany, he has lost not only much of his rich bocke
ground, but he has also lost complete freedom of choice of his subjects tor the
‘ future., He cannot write about Germany because he no longer knows the country
He prefers not ta write about Eurcpeon retugees becouse the public is growing tired
of this subject, ond he will nat write about the Ametican scene because he does not
know it sufficiently well, At 48 years of age he is compelled by tate and fortune

10 make o break with the past ond commence anew.

By “"The Age'* Special Correspondent in New Yerk

at present one of Ame-

rlea's  best  sellers.  has

proved thai Remargue can
gtill write with the same vivid style
which attracied world aliention 1o
“All Quiet on Ibhe Western Front,"
but [t is the lasi of ls kind tg come
from hils pen, 1 wrole Lhis because
I wanted to iell the story,'' he ex-
plajps.  'But there will not be an-
ather, Feople do nol want to hear
aboun refugeés any more.'”

Remarque intends to eall on his
memory: o write flotion based on
Europear: life, When, in Berlin on
May 10, 1833, A uniformed Nazl stu-
dent stepped lowards u bonfire saving,
“Agrinst treachery  toward  Cierman
caldiers of World War 1., T give Lo the
Apmes the works of Erich Maria Re-
margue.’ he destrayed not only books
of greal Heerpry merlt, but he robbed
8 fellow German of o chance of writ-
ing about hils- palive country,

“And,'" says Remarque, T feel an
aulior onlv wrlltea really well sbous
niz own country. Conved snd Heéni=
Ingway are i1he only  exeeplions 1
kpow of, and they are not really ex-
veptlons, Conrad  was  wway  (rom
PFoland for many yYeark befors he
started o wrile, and Hemingway gi-
wiys has Amerlcan cliarsciers in a
foreign setilng, I could write about
Germans 0 Ameriea, but who would
he Inieresied 7°°

Hemargue is not (he sinlster-look-
lng chimraeter so popualarly portrayed
ln publishers” photographs. He as-
wipnes & ralher srern, forbidding  ex-
pressian when he lower: his  wide
bushy evebrows, bul mostly hiz Iace
s dghled by a broad smile,

1 found him slifing o his huxurious
hotel  suite  overlooking  fashionable
Park Avenue, surrounded by his mag-
mifcenl eollecilon of yan GGoghs, Re-
nalrs, Degas and Cezannes.

Without a Country

He spoke wills & heavy CGerman
gutiural, apd frequently was search=
g for ihe corcect Englsn  phrase.
He wisiwd Lo Lalk anly of Woerature
witd art, “"How can | know of olber
thaings 7' he asked, “The Germany

JJTHE ARCH OF TRIUMPH."

T Kiww no hu’gr:r gxbats, T am n
wan without A county ol the
e

Hewrgue  Lopes 10 bedoine  wn

Ameliean cilizen some [me (his yvear,
il the mere process of naturelisa-
I cannol restore o hlm B8l st
ne has lost. T would be incapable
of writing about the American scene, s
ne announeed, with an almost violent
shirng of his shoulders. ' American
writers ean do Lhat so much belier,
I nave spent 42 years in Europe and
vy six o Americe, s0 how can I
know 7 7 know Amerwans only in
war lime. A man writes best about
nig opwn country, and 1 have lost
Cming, "

The man who fought ss a privale
In the German Aty ln World War
T,, and who had his German ciuzen-
ship taken away from him by Hitler,

e
i e !
ERICH MARIA REMARQUE

is  rapidly adjusting himself 1o
changes, and already has lald the
foundarions for his new form of
writing.

AN Quiet o the
Fromit,” ' he says candidiy, “was a
freak —wne of those lovely freaks. IL
was documentary wriling, and it was
sy becanse 1 had the mos) perfect
wackgronmd.  You ean't g0 on writ-
ing like ihal unless vou heve back-

Western

ground.  Always the reviewers will
sav; Tt is nol an ‘Al Quiet on the
Western Frome' ™"

" 'The Road Back™ did not reach
the same leights”' continued Re-
margle, staring stralgh.  head, with-
pul keeking elUbEr agrees or dis-

agreement.  Thal was bect .3e T Was
relving ofl Lthe game background.

“ ‘Flotssm' was & seml-documen-
ey book about refugess. but lt was
no good. ¥You have (he cholee of
going on writing documentary books
or writing fAeron, snd i rou have nol
background you must make s break
loward fletions, 1 made & break In
"Arch of Triumph,' You must have
i character and plet.”

Mot All Fiction

Remargue gesiured wildly, a8 he did
almost  throughout  the  inlerview,
rhen leaned forward, and seid, gqulei-

Iv., *tArch of Trinmph' & not sl
fiction, Some of the scenes are ab-
solutely Liue—I mysell lived through
thent i Paris, Ravic 1a German

riéfuges doctor prohibited by French
law from openly praclising in Parias
waus really & man who ls Hulng o=
day in New York. I do nol wanti (o
tell his pame while he la lving, bur
I know him well, Some people sa)
lhe book s no good as fAection be-
cause it s too sensational, mnd thal
is understandable. Life lived by re-
tugess Is sensstional and almost too
Tantastic to be belleved,™

Hemargue, who writes his mapn-
scripls in long hand and In German,
and rarely atiempis to rend the Eng-
lish tranuation, has made his de-
cision, and now fesls more contented
In himself, Tt s not easy for a
writer who has lost his etmiry 10

know what te write about," he ex-,

plains, "My problem is material oyt
one must be practieal. I will writs
Action aboup Europe, '

Az spon ae conditions permil, Ra-
marque intends  visiting  England,
France and probably  Switzarland
where he owns m home. bu' he save
he will never return (n Cermany

Conlrary fo much thai has been
writien previously. Remargue did not
leave Germany because of the Napz,
but merely tonk A trip te Bwirner-
iand in order hestily to compleie a
manuseript for An  Impatent  Ame.
rican puhlicher. That was in January,
1883. But by the _time hr nad
finished hix work (he Nazis wers m
power, and, as he sa¥s, §f waz wiser
not Lo remurn,

Born in CAnabrucd, e served with
! the Gerrman army on the Weslern
Front in' World War 1. and drifisd
through severa]l oocupations w owmt-
ing. At the tim# of the changs (rom
high=-pressure molor car tyres 0 bal-
loon 1yres he served as a iest driver,
During thiz rime, he smd. "1 nit mr
nead & few times when my rars
turned over.’" Later he berame a
pariner in A tombsione business

Alter writing Al Quirl an the
Western Front." n 1928, he' lived
mostly in Berlin, where he difd nnt
feel the lmpret of the coming XNasl

regime.
“Berlin was & Mg cliy.” heoex-
lains, w®ith & wry smile “and rhe

azls were mol apparent everywhars
We did not take Hitler seriously
and thought it Was |ust . matter
of leiting him wear out 1 did no
realipe  the siTATgEA o the MNam
movement unmtil 1 wag drivng o
Bwitzerland and saw men, woman and
chlldren in small ¥illage: raising thetr
hands in the Nazi aslute. Tt wa= |ust
Inck T hed to go ro Bwitseriand e
write that manuseript, othersiee 1°
probably would po! be hers."

Betrween Masterpieces

Remarque, having setiled his pers
sonal writing problem. 1 nnt going
lo rish things, He & going 0 wrie
only when he feels he has a story
to tell. “Goethe.” he said Cwrows
when hie [eit jike it, and wrote what
autted him. efween  hix master-
pleces e produced some rubbish. Do
not. get the impression T am hEening
myself 1o Goethe ™ he said. laugh-
Ingly. ““but I know we can learn from
old masiers.’’

Financtally Remargue will have
nothing tn worry about. The "'Arch
of Triumph'' is A best seller. and soon
Holl'wood producers will start Alm-

ing it

David Lewls, mssociale producer nf
AN independent  eoimpant which
bought the flim right=s fa- 300000

dol © plus a percentage of the Slme
eveninal pat saTRIDES, =Aid, 10 was
the bigpest bargain I o anvone rize
aver got.'' He visualses Havir ar 4
man  with Laurence Olwer s and
Huimphrey Bogart's grit and Spencer
Tracy's introspection,

In nddition. Remargue is sl re.
celving rovaltles from "All Quie an
the Westarn Pronl,”' wideh sreentdr
wia reprinted ln German fop German
prisoners of War in Amreriea  Re.
margue 18 typieal of vast numiwre of
German anthors and ariiste who mers
forced to leave their mwn councry. but
e 15 among the iugkies! onse—ne
has molved his probism and e o
happy.
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